
The South in Black and White 
2017 Final Exam Study Guide 

 
Likely Exam Format: Short Answer Ids and One Essay 
 
Note:  This is NOT a complete study guide.  Listed below are the kinds 
of things that could end up being on the “identify and give the 
significance of” portion of the final, many of them.  It might 
actually be all of them, but I make no promises there.  For the essay, 
consider what big themes we have covered in the course.  Choose a 
couple big themes and think about how you would present these themes 
as they apply across the scope of the course – and what examples you 
would use to support an argument around these themes.  The studying 
that you do for the ID portion can be helpful to constructing your 
essays. –Dr. Tyson 
 
Some Possible ID Questions 
 
In addition to these, all the identifications from the midterm study 
guide are fair game, along with any songs that Mrs. Williams has gone 
over in class. 
 
“Do you Know What It Means”… 
“I Got Shoes” 
“It Was Like All of Us Had Been Raped” 
“Strong People Don’t Need Strong Leaders” 
“They’d Kill Me If I Told” 
"the chicken bone express" 
"We Wear the Mask"  
"History is something that happens when the White Folks show up and 
stops when they leave." 
"mouth with myriad subtleties" 
"Steal Away" 
"O Mary Don't You Weep" 
"Servants, be obedient to your masters" 
"I Got Shoes"  
"Wade in the Water" 
"Go Down, Moses" 
"Didn't My Lord Deliver Daniel?" 
"Mrs. Hamer Is No Longer Relevant" 
"The Cash Register at the Pool Hall" 
 
Abraham Galloway  
Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights  
Amzie Moore 
Atlantic City 1964 
 
Ben Chavis 
Bernice Johnson Reagon 
Birmingham 1963 
Black Nationalism 
Black Power 
"Bloody Sunday" 



Blues impulse 
Bob Moses 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters 
Browder v Gayle 
Browder the Gail Browder  
Brown v.Board of Education 
 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 
Civil Rights Guards 
Claudette Colvin 
Cold War politics and African American freedom struggle CORE 
Creolization 
 
Daisy Bates 
Democratic Party 
De Muck 
"distinctive Afro-Christianity" 
Dixiecrats 
"Double V" campaign 
 
E.D. Nixon 
Eddie McCoy 
1868 NC Constitutional Convention 
Ella Baker 
Emmett Till 
Equal Rights League 
 
Fannie Lou Hamer 
Freedom Rides 1961 
Freedom Summer 
Furnifold Simmons, Jonathan Daniels, and Charles B. Aycock  
Fusion politics 
 
George Wallace  
Golden Frinks 
Gospel impulse 
Greensboro 1960 
 
Henry Marrow 
Herbert Lee 
Highlander Folk School 
 
James "Catfish" Cole 
James Chaney 
James Edward McCoy 
James Reeb 
Janey Crawford  
Jazz impulse 
Jimmy Jackson 
Joann Robinson 
Jody Starks 
Journey of Reconciliation 
 



Ku Klux Klan 
 
"Letter from Birmingham Jail" 
Lowndes County Freedom Organization 
Lynching 
Lyndon Johnson’s version of “We Shall Overcome” 
 
Malcolm X 
Mamie Till Mobley 
March on Washington Movement (WWII) 
March on Washington 1963 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the politics of mass mobilization 
Mary Ann Starkey 
Medgar Evers  
Meredith March Against Fear 1966 
Miss Amy's Witness 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
Montgomery Bus Boycott 
 
NAACP  
Nannie 
New Orleans 
Nonviolent direct action 
 
Organizing tradition (Payne) 
Organizing/Mobilization 
 
Plessy v Ferguson  
Presidential elections of 1948 and 1968 
 
Recy Taylor  
Red Shirts 
Regional Council on Negro Leadership 
Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth 
Robert Graetz  
Robert Teel 
 
Rosa Parks 
 
SCLC 
Selma campaign 1965  
Sit-in movement  
16th Street Baptist Church 
SNCC 
“social equality” 
Stokely Carmichael ("Stokely Starmichael") 
 
Teacake  
"The Incubus" 
"the Invisible Institution" 
TRM Howard 
 
Viola Liuzzo 



Voting Rights Act of 1964 
  
White Supremacy Campaigns of 1898 and 1900 
Women's political council Gertrude Perkins 
 
 
More wisdom on how to study, from Dr. Tyson: 
 
To do well on an “identify and give the significance of” question, two 
things are crucial.  You have to give as full an answer as you can; 
there is no such thing as an answer that is too full, really.  You 
need to have time to do all the questions, so you won’t be able to 
write a full-length essay on each one.  They are only worth a finite 
number of points apiece.  But within those bounds, the fullest answer 
you can give is the best one.  The longest is not the same thing as 
the fullest, of course—it is good to be succinct.  And the second 
crucial thing is this; please remember to end you answer by letting 
the grader know what the larger significance of this noun or phrase 
is. 
 
For example, the larger significance of something is not a “fact” in 
the same way that the 43rd President of the United States is a fact.  
It is a fact that A. Philip Randolph was the head of the Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters, and you need to know that to answer the 
question about him.  But his larger significance is that his 
organizing of the March on Washington Movement during World War II 
showed the decisive significance of the war, and of international 
politics generally, as a source of leverage for African Americans; 
that his decision to have the MOWM be all-black showed the importance 
of black nationalism in African American politics; that the MOWM was 
the first opportunity for thousands of black Americans to learn about 
nonviolent direct action; and that his work offered on of the most 
important examples of the power of collective action by black citizens 
in the years before what we usually regard as the modern civil rights 
movement.  Now, you would not necessarily have to say all that to make 
a case for Randolph’s significance, but you need to make a strong 
case, in just a couple of sentences, about why this noun or phrase is 
important.  Real intellectual work—that is thinking well about things 
that matter—requires the ability to connect the small stories to the 
big picture and vice versa. 
 
I would suggest using all your readings and lecture notes to write an 
excellent answer for each on an index card.  When you are looking 
through one of the books, use the index.  Then you read your cards 
over and test yourself on them until you have them committed to 
memory.  Study with your friends and test each other.   
 
I would also advise you to create a timeline for the course.  That is, 
make a chronological timeline and arrange the important events of the 
course on it.  Then you can take you index cards and put them in 
chronological order.  If you master the definitions, and you know the 
timeline, you will be able to tell the unfolding Big Story of what 



we’ve covered in this course—20th century history of the South in Black 
and White. 
 
That would help you to prepare for an essay question that would allow 
you to write about the central themes of the course.  Review the 
syllabus carefully.  There are a lot of hints and markers about the 
important stuff on the syllabus---headings for each class session, for 
example. I would think about what kind of essay question would permit 
you to cover the major topics in this course, and arrange the material 
in your mind.  If you do all that, you’ll ace the final.   
 
Blood Done Sign My Name:  A Study Guide 
 
Some Themes 
 
Violence, nonviolence, coercion and social change: armed self-defense, 
57-58; Eddie McCoy and MLK, 165-166; Ben Chavis, 201-205; guns and 
marching, 213-215; burning the warehouse, 220-224. 
 
Race and sexuality: historical roots of taboo and the “one-way” sign 
in the South’s interracial sex life, 36-39; 
 
Christianity and race: distinctive Afro-Christianity of the South, 29-
30; KKK Christianity, 54-55; “racial views of the Almighty,” 182-183; 
Jack Tyson’s dream, 185-186; Uncle Earl, 192-196. 
Paternalism: Buies, shoes, and paternalism, 24-25, 26-27; Billy 
Watkins and paternalism, 31 and 296-297; 248-249; paternalism and 
violence of 1898, 274; Ben Chavis, Vernon Tyson, and Black Power, 267-
268. 
 
South and tobacco, 1,8-10, 34-36. 
 
White supremacy: “The power of white skin in the South of my 
childhood” 17; drinking the water of white supremacy, 41; Daddy takes 
us to KKK rally, 52; Jack Tyson and Rudy Clegg, 184; Klan revival of 
mid-1960s, 52-55; Black Power and “civil rights”; Soul Kitchen, 197-
199; Sam Cox and Eddie McCoy, 200-201; and white liberal, 20; Golden 
Frinks, 206-207; Vernon Tyson and Ben Chavis, 263-268; local versus 
national aspects of movement, 247-249. 
 
History and memory: Jessie Buie on slavery and Civil War, black 
memories of slavery and Civil War, 27-31; Miss Sue and history, 22; 
“go back, go back, go back to Orange Street,” 40-41; Dr. King and 
national memory, 106-107; 307, 318-320. 
 
 
 
 
 


